
ENGLISH 
Division Chair: Mrs. Michele Honecker-Ummel 
 
The English division offers a variety of courses designed to develop essentials in communication 
skills entailing not only reading, writing, and speaking, but also instruction in listening, thinking, 
and research skills.  To fulfill the graduation requirements, students must successfully complete a 
total of eight English credits. 

Core English Credits: Freshman, Sophomore, and Junior Years 

Students must follow this sequence of courses.  A student who fails both semesters of one of these classes 
must repeat the course during the following year before he or she may advance to the next level. 

 

Course Title **                                     Credit  Years Offered  
  
English 1          2  9 
Honors English 1       2  9 
English 2        2  10 
Honors English 2       2  10 
English 3        2  11 
AP English Language and Composition     2  11 

 

**Each of these courses fulfills the Illinois State Board of Education writing-intensive requirement 

 
Options for the Senior Year of English 

Students may select one course from Option 1 and one course from Option 2 OR select Option 3, a full year 
of Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition:   

 

Course Title                                      Credit  Years Offered   

 
Option 1 
British Literature       1  11,12 
Shakespeare        1  11,12 
 
Option 2 
Business and Technical Writing      1  11,12 
Multicultural Literature       1  11,12 
College Preparatory English      1  12 
 
Option 3 
AP English Literature and Composition **    2  12 
 

**This course fulfills the Illinois State Board of Education writing-intensive requirement. 



Electives 

Although the following courses broaden the students’ experience in English, they do not satisfy 
the required seven credits in English.  Instead, these classes count toward students’ elective 
credits. 

 
Course Title                                       Credit  Years Offered   
 
Creative Writing        1  10,11,12 
Honors Speech         1  10,11,12 
Reading 1           2  9 
Reading 2         2  10,11,12 
Yearbook 1         2  9,10,11,12 
Yearbook 2         2  10,11,12 
Yearbook 3         2  11,12 
Yearbook 4         2  12 

 

 

 
  



English 1  
(2 semesters) 
 
Prereq:  None 
Open to:  9 
Fees: None 
Necessary materials:  None 
Credits: 2 
 

 
In this course, students will analyze the author’s use of literary 
elements in the development of a variety of texts including short 
stories, novellas, poetry, dramas, and novels. Students will apply their 
knowledge of the writing process as well as demonstrate correct 
formatting in order to produce compositions for a variety of purposes 
and audiences. Students will demonstrate appropriate communication 
skills in a variety of situations. 
 

Honors English 1 
(2 semesters)      
 
Prereq: Teacher and/or counselor 
recommendation. 
Open to:  9  
Weighted Grade/Honors:  Yes 
Necessary materials:  None 
 

 
This course presents some of the literary masterpieces that comprise 
an important part of Western civilization.  Through readings selected 
from Greek, Renaissance, and nineteenth and twentieth-century 
classics, students will analyze, evaluate, and synthesize literature to 
make connections to personal experiences, other disciplines, and other 
literary works. Students will speak and write to communicate their 
understanding of these connections using Socratic seminars, informal 
presentations, note-taking, literary analysis, argumentation, narrative, 
and research writing. It is strongly encouraged that students enrolled in 
this course be concurrently enrolled in World History Honors. 
 

English 2  
(2 semesters) 
 
Prereq: None 
Open to:  10  
Necessary materials:  None 
Credits: 2 
 
  

 
In this course, students will evaluate and compare theme, purpose, 
style, use of language, and context in a variety of texts. Students will 
apply their knowledge of the writing process as well as demonstrate 
correct formatting to produce valid argumentative, appropriately 
constructed narrative, and focused informative compositions. Students 
will analyze situations, audience, and purpose when researching, 
writing, and formally speaking on a variety of topics.  
 

Honors English 2  
(2 semesters) 
 
Prereq: Honors English 1 or Counselor 
Approval 
Open to:  10 
Necessary materials:  None 
Credits: 2   
Weighted Grade/Honors:  Yes 
 

  
In this course, students will examine and evaluate various genres of 
American literature to determine distinct characteristics and 
effectiveness of the author’s craft. Students will apply their knowledge 
of the author’s craft and writing process to produce arguments, 
research, and analysis that are correct in format and standard 
conventions of English. Students will analyze situations, audience, and 
purpose when researching, writing and presenting a variety of topics. 
It is strongly encouraged that students enrolled in this course be 
concurrently enrolled in U. S. History Honors. NOTE: There is 
required reading during the summer before beginning this course. 
 



English 3 
(2 semesters)   
 
Prereq:  None 
Open to:  11 
Necessary materials:  None 
Credits:  2 
 

 
In this course, students will examine and evaluate various genres of 
American literature to determine distinct characteristics and 
effectiveness of the author’s craft to produce unique and purposeful 
documents. Students will apply their knowledge of the writing process 
as well as demonstrate correct formatting in order to produce 
arguments, research, and analysis. 
 
 

Advanced Placement English 
Language and Composition 
(2 semesters)  
 
Prerequisites: Honors English 2 or 
Counselor Approval 
Open to: 11 
Necessary materials: None 
Credits: 2  
Weighted Grade/Honors: Yes  
Fees: Students taking advantage of the 
Advanced Placement exam will need to 
pay the cost of the test. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Advanced Placement English Language and Composition is a one-year 
course in which students become skilled readers of prose written in a 
variety of periods, disciplines, and rhetorical contexts, as well as 
advanced writers who compose for a variety of purposes. Expository, 
analytical, and argumentative writing will be taught based on the 
assigned readings, including the use of graphics, and visual images. 
Additionally, the informed use of research materials and the ability to 
synthesize varied sources will serve as an integral portion of the 
course. The intense concentration on language use will enhance 
students’ ability to use grammatical conventions appropriately and to 
develop stylistic maturity in their writing. This course is designed to 
enable students to demonstrate their achievement in college-level work 
by taking the Advanced Placement English Language and 
Composition examination in May. The course will serve as a “stepping 
stone” to the Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition 
course offered at the senior level. NOTE: There is required reading 
during the summer before beginning the course.        
 

Honors Speech:  The Arts of 
Effective Communication  
(1 semester) 
 
Prereq: None 
Open to:  10, 11, 12 
Necessary materials:  None 
Credits: 1     
Weighted Grade/Honors:  Yes 
Fee: Optional IVCC dual credit tuition  

 

 
Students in this course apply the fundamentals of speech presentation 
in audience situations with emphasis upon the development of 
effective research, organization, delivery, and listening skills.  
Through assigned speeches, students will hone their linguistic skills 
while communicating their ideas clearly and listening with 
comprehension to others’ presentations. The fundamentals of public 
speaking will be taught with additional units on critical thinking, 
ethics, persuasion, as well as interpersonal and group communication. 
Skills learned within this course are “transferable skills” that will help 
students throughout their academic and post-academic careers, 
allowing them to be articulate speakers and productive citizens. 
Students may also earn three hours of IVCC credit (Speech 1001) 
through our dual credit partnership. 
 
 
 



British Literature  
 (1 semester) 
 
Prereq: There is no prerequisite for 
seniors; however, juniors taking this 
course must have already completed 
Honors English 2 OR must be 
concurrently enrolled in English 3 and 
take the course with counselor 
approval. 
Open to:  11, 12 
Necessary materials:  None 
Credits:  1 
 

 
Students will compare and contrast literature written by British authors 
in order to analyze common themes, characteristics, and experiences as 
they appear in works spanning from the Anglo-Saxons to modern 
literature. Students will apply research skills and literary analysis and 
use group presentations to demonstrate their understanding of the 
symbiotic relationship between societal issues and literary themes. 
 
 
 

Multicultural Literature  
(1 semester) 
 
Prereq:  There is no prerequisite for 
seniors; however, juniors taking this 
course must have already completed 
Honors English 2 OR must be 
concurrently enrolled in English 3 and 
take the course with counselor 
approval. 
 
Open to:  11, 12 
Necessary materials:  None 
Credits:  1 
 

 
In this course, students will compare and contrast world cultures and 
contexts to analyze common characteristics, experiences, and themes 
to develop a knowledge of and appreciation for a multicultural world. 
Students will study how these ideas influence individuals within a 
culture while researching and presenting current events reflecting the 
culture under study.  
 
 

Shakespeare  
(1 semester) 
 
Prereq:  There is no prerequisite for 
seniors; however, juniors taking this 
course must have already completed 
Honors English 2 OR must be 
concurrently enrolled in English 3 and 
take the course with counselor 
approval. 
 
Open to:  11, 12 
Necessary materials:  None 
Credits:  1 
 

 
In this course, students will analyze the work of Shakespeare including 
tragedies, comedies, and sonnets using verbal communication and 
close reading. They will create both formal and informal evaluations of 
major literary works. They will differentiate and evaluate multiple 
interpretations and themes making connections with the modern world. 
 
  



Business and Technical 
Writing 
(1 semester) 
 
Prereq: There is no prerequisite for 
seniors; however, juniors taking this 
course must have already completed 
Honors English 2 OR must be 
concurrently enrolled in English 3 and 

take the course with counselor 
approval. 

 
Open to:  11, 12 
Necessary materials:  None 
Credits:  1      
Weighted Grade/Honors:  No 
 

 
 
In this course, students will produce clear and concise writing for 
specific audiences in order to communicate effectively in the 
workplace. Students will prepare for and participate in mock 
professional interviews and analyze a variety of business and technical 
documents to evaluate their purpose, audience, style, medium, format, 
and effectiveness. 
 
 

College Preparatory 
English  
(1 semester) 
 
Prereq: None 
Open to:  12 
Necessary materials:  None 
Credits:  1      
Weighted Grade/Honors:  Yes 
 

 
In this primarily independent study course, students determine, on the 
basis of individual weakness in English, areas they wish to study. 
These areas might include college bound reading, vocabulary, and 
language development and usage. Students write a contract for each 
unit that must be approved by the teacher; students are then evaluated 
on how well they carry out the terms of this contract. This course also 
includes a writing unit that emphasizes the prewriting, drafting, and 
revising of a personal narrative as well as literary analysis unit that 
teaches students how to analyze literature and write argumentatively in 
preparation for the independent study portion of the class. 
 

Advanced Placement English 
Literature and Composition 
(2 semesters)  
 
Prerequisites:  
AP English Language and 
Composition OR Counselor Approval 
Credits: 2  
Weighted Grade/Honors: Yes  
Open to: 12  
Necessary materials: Required summer 
reading.  
Fees: Fee for the Advanced Placement 
Exam (Optional).  
 
 
 
 
 

 
This one-year course concentrates on the advancement of skills in 
students’ critical reading of a wide range of complex imaginative 
literature (poetry, drama, and novels) and in the ability to analyze 
literature in writing with clarity and sophistication. Therefore, students 
will need to devote the time and energy necessary to complete rigorous 
and demanding college-level work. Activities include small group and 
whole class discussion, routine writing assessments assigned in both 
timed situations and extended time frames, objective and written 
assessments including literary analysis over literary texts, and both 
informal and formal presentations. Students will demonstrate their 
mastery of the skills learned in this course by taking the Advanced 
Placement English Literature and Composition examination in May. 
NOTE: There is required reading during the summer before beginning 
the course.        
 



Creative Writing 
(1 semester) 
 
Prereq: None 
Open to:  10, 11, 12 
Necessary materials:  None 
Credits: 1 

 
In this course, students will create a portfolio of original works, 
including short fiction, creative non-fiction, short story, and poetry, 
demonstrating their knowledge of the writing process and literary 
voice. Students will critique their writing and the writing of fellow 
authors and will reflect on, evaluate, and justify their growth as 
writers. 
 
 

Reading 1  
(2 semesters)  
  
Prereq: Recommendation by Program 
Director, Counselor, or Junior High 
Teacher 
Open to:  9 
Necessary materials:  None 
Credits: 2 
 

 
The purpose of this course is to improve the students’ reading ability 
by developing vocabulary, comprehension, critical-thinking, test-
taking skills and reading rate. The class combines small group and 
individualized instruction. The curriculum is based on the research-
based Voyager Reading Program. Students in this course are also in 
English I. 
 

Reading 2  
 (2 semesters)  
 
Prereq: Reading Lab 1 or Teacher 
Recommendation 
Open to:  10,11,12   
Necessary materials:  None 
Credits: 2 
 

 
The purpose of this course is to give the struggling reader more 
practice in developing critical reading skills. The coursework involves 
improving the students’ reading ability by developing background 
knowledge, vocabulary, comprehension, critical-thinking, test-taking 
skills and reading rate. The classes combine small group and 
individualized instruction. The curriculum is based on the research-
based SRA Corrective Reading Program. Students are placed in levels 
according to their individual needs. Students in this course are also in 
an English course. 
 

Yearbook 1  
(2 semesters) 
 
Prereq: “C” or better in previous 
English or language arts class and/or 
one year of yearbook club 
membership. Interested students must 
complete an application form. 
Open to: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Necessary materials:  None 
Credits:  2 
 

 
 
In this course, students will produce the school’s yearbook using 
research, sports reporting, interviewing, editorial writing, basic copy 
writing, caption writing, feature stories, straight news, and verbal 
communication. They will also proofread and edit their work and the 
work of others as well as apply graphic design using the assigned 
yearbook digital processing software. In preparing their final product, 
students will learn valuable workplace skills such as organization, time 
management, conflict resolution, and cooperative learning. Students 
will also plan and host two major fundraisers to help offset the cost of 
the annual’s production. 
 
 



Yearbook 2  
(2 semesters) 
 
Prereq:  “C” or better in Yearbook 1 
and/or previous active membership on 
the yearbook staff. Interested students 
must complete an application form. 
Open to:  10,11,12 
Necessary materials:  None 
Credits:  2 
 

 
Students in Yearbook 2 will apply the skills learned in Yearbook 1 to 
create specific sections of Ell Ess Pe. Working in groups, they will be 
responsible for all copy, photography, graphics, and desktop 
publishing required for their assigned section of the book. In doing so, 
they will gain an advanced understanding of the writing, technology, 
graphic arts and workplace skills necessary to produce Ell Ess Pe. 
They will learn to write various article styles including straight news, 
features, editorial, sports editorial and investigative reporting. They 
will use their understanding of copyright and libel law when selecting 
materials to be included in the book. Students will learn layout design 
as they design templates for their selection and use those templates to 
create pages on Monarch. In preparing their final product, students 
will learn valuable workplace skills such as time-management, conflict 
resolution, cooperative learning, organization and responsibility. 

Yearbook 3  
(2 semesters) 
 
Prereq: Yearbook 2 and/or active 
membership on the yearbook staff 
AND recommendation from the 
advisor(s).  Interested students must 
complete an application form. 
Open to: 11, 12 
Necessary materials:  None 
Credits:  2 
 

 
Students selected to enroll in Yearbook 3 will have shown mastery of 
the writing, technology, graphic arts and workplace skills learned in 
previous Yearbook courses.  These select students will serve as 
editors, taking on leadership roles in the class.  Each editor is 
responsible for organizing his or her staff.  This responsibility will 
include such duties as designing section templates, making style 
sheets, assigning stories and scheduling photography. Workplace skills 
such as time-management, conflict resolution, cooperative learning, 
leadership, organization and responsibility are essential to success in 
this course. 

Yearbook 4  
(2 semesters) 
 
Prereq: Yearbook 3 and 
nomination by staff and advisor(s) 
for senior editor position. 
Interested students must complete 
an application form. 
Open to: 12 
Necessary materials:  None 
Credits:  2 

 

 
Students selected to enroll in Yearbook 4 will have displayed 
leadership skills in previous yearbook classes and will have evidenced 
a mastery of writing, technology, graphic arts and workplace skills 
prior to taking the course. These select students will serve as senior 
editors, responsible for determining the book’s theme, constructing a 
deadline ladder, selecting book fonts and sizes, creating and naming 
colors using CMYK separations, managing the staff needs, serving as 
a liaison between the staff and the administration, and also completing 
their own pages. When required, senior editors will also be responsible 
for contacting members of the outside community such as the plant 
liaison and yearbook representative. 
 

 

 

 

 

 


